
Ever wonder what it must be like to 
see, hear and smell the world like 
your dog or cat? 

The way we perceive and interact with our 
environment relies so heavily on our senses.  You 
may be surprised to know just how well our cats 
and dogs really sense what is going on in the world 
around them. 

The sense of smell is hugely important to both dogs 
and cats.  It is crucial for detection of food, tracking, 
hunting and communication. The ability to smell is 
dependent on olfactory receptor cells which line 
the nasal passages and the area within the brain 
dedicated to processing the information received 
by these olfactory receptors. Humans are believed 
to have approximately 5 million olfactory receptor 
cells.  Comparatively cats have 100 million and dogs 
up to 300 million!! The area in the brain dedicated to 
interpreting smells is believed to be 40 times larger in 
a dog’s brain compared to a humans. 

Their sense of smell is further amplified through the 
vomeronasal organ, a specialised structure in dogs 
and cats which is located above the roof of the mouth 
and behind the upper incisors. There are olfactory 
receptor cells in the vomeronasal organ which are 
primarily used to detect pheromones and then send 
impulses to the region of the brain associated with 
sexual and social behaviours.

In addition dogs use sniffing to increase detection 
of odours. Also the moisture of the nose due to 
secretions by mucous glands in the nasal cavity 
captures and dissolves scent molecules in the air and 
brings them into contact with the specialized olfactory 
epithelium inside the nose. 

Although many pet owners may think their beloved 
pet doesn’t listen dogs and cats actually have very 
good hearing. Although hearing is not relied upon 
as much as smell and sight. Hearing is crucial in the 
wild to alert them of predators, detect, chase and 

hunt prey and communicate between themselves. 
They are able to hear a wider range of both pitches 
and decibels then humans, meaning they can detect 
sounds higher and lower than humans can hear. Cats 
are found to have better hearing then dogs. 

Sight is a culmination of depth and motion perception, 
field of view, acuity (clarity) and colour differentiation. 
Dogs and cats have a greater field of view compared 
to humans and also improved depth and motion 
perception. However their acuity is considered 
to be 20-40% poorer than that of humans. It is a 
common misconception that dogs and cats cannot 
see colours. Colour vision is determined by the 
number of photoreceptors within the retina.  Dogs 
and cats do have fewer of these, however still have 
the ability to see yellow and blue colours.  They 
have poorer differentiation of green and red colours. 
Therefore contrast and movement play a bigger role 
in differentiating objects. Despite poorer colour vision, 
the ability to see at night is greatly improved in dogs 
and cats, thanks to a specialised structure called the 
tapetum. The tapetum serves to intensify vision by 
refracting light at the back of the eye when there is 
only minimal light present.  

The ability to taste is quite different between dogs, 
cats and humans. With humans having the greatest 
number of tastebuds approximately 9000 compared to 
only 1700 in dogs and about 470 in cats. In addition 
to the ability to taste sweet, salty, sour and bitter 
tastes dog’s tastebuds are better attuned to detect 
protein and fats. Cat’s sweet detecting taste buds 
are considered poorly reactive.  This is likely due to 
their carnivorous origins also enhancing their taste for 
protein, salts and fat and not developing their taste 
for sweet. It has been proposed that cats that seem 
to like sweet foods are actually more so encouraged 
by the fat content in these treats. Another adaptation 
seen in dogs and cats is the presence of taste buds 
tuned for water.  They are located only at the tip of the 
tongue and there sensitivity increases when salty or 
sweet foods are eaten. 

Paws  
for thought...

Spring 2016

177 Scarborough Beach Road Scarborough 6019, Phone: 9341 1200, Email: admin@doubleviewvet.com.au

www.doubleviewvet.com.au

SPECIAL 
TOPICS:
Star of the 
Season – 
Paxton
Spring 
Special 
– Free 
Heartworm 
Test

INSIDE THIS 
ISSUE:

It Makes Sense 1
New Season  
Look  2
Spring Special  2
Star of the  
Season  3
Dental Month 3
Pimp My Pen 4

Pimp My 
Pen – 
Environmental 
enrichment 
for pocket 
pets & birds

 It Makes Sense...



Paws for thought

Grooming your pet is an important part of routine health care. At this time of 
year it is common for most dogs and cats to lose more hair then usual as they 
lose their dense undercoat as they prepare for the warmer months ahead. A lot 
of animals in Perth however will continue to moult for the most part of the year, 
due to the temperate climate.  
Maintaining your pets coat will vary greatly between different breeds of dogs and cats. In general there are 6 
coat types to consider; smooth, double, wired, curly, long and hairless. However most will benefit from a brush 
at least once or twice a week. Brushing removes dead loose hair preventing matting, distributes natural oils 
keeping the coat shiny and reduces surface debris including allergens/irritants from sitting close to the skins 
surface. Having a regular grooming routine is beneficial in detecting and preventing coat and skin issues. 

For dogs and cats with curly or long coats, brushing alone is often not enough and having them clipped may 
be an option. Dog breeds with long fine hair like Poodles, Bichon Frise and Maltese terriers often benefit 
from clipping every 6 weeks and require more frequent brushing to help prevent matting or trapping of grass 
seeds, prickles and burrs in the coat. Likewise cats with long fine hair such as Ragdolls, Main Coone and 
Domestic Long Hairs can also be clipped.  A sedation is required as cats do not tolerate this procedure as 
well as dogs and having them sedated makes it less stressful for the cat as well as a lot quicker and neater 
clip. Older cats that are arthritic and do not groom themselves, cats that suffer from severe hairballs or 
just those that resent being brushed will benefit from routine clipping every 6 to 12 months to help prevent 
severe matting.  This can lead to painful dermatitis. 

Dogs with double coats such as Pomeranians, Border collies, Golden Retrievers and Huskys often 
require their coats to be de-shedded twice yearly to help reduce heat stress, prevent matting reduce the 

risk of trapping of grass seeds, prickles and burrs in the coat. 

As well as regular brushing or clipping the coat, bathing, ear cleaning and nail clipping can all be incorporated into a grooming 
routine. Often bathing every 2 to 4 weeks is adequate for most dogs and cats do not require bathing at all unless particularly dirty. However, 
some dogs may require less frequent bathing if not becoming dirty or smelly.  Others may require more frequent bathing with specialised 
shampoos and conditioners if suffering from skin diseases like allergies, dermatitis or pyoderma. Over bathing can result in damage to the 
dermal barrier and skin issues like dryness, flakiness, itchiness and a dull coat. It is also recommended to condition after bathing and to only 
use a dog specific gentle shampoo and conditioner.  Dogs have much more sensitive skin then humans due to the extra protection from their 
coat and the pH of dog’s skin is very different to that of humans making human products often damaging to their sensitive skin. 

There is a huge range of brushes, shampoos and conditioners on the market. For further advice on what products may best help maintain 
your pets coat contact the Doubleview Vet Centre for free advice or to book for a nurse consultation.  Nurse consultations can also include 
nail clipping and ear cleaning. You can also book your cat in to be clipped at the Doubleview Vet Centre or contact us for information on local 
dog grooming parlours. 

NEW SEASON LOOK  
Maintaining your pet’s coat

SPRING 
SPECIAL

Don’t take heartworm prevention half-heartedly!
The heartworm parasite is transmitted via mosquitos to dogs and cats. Once contracting the 
parasite, the heartworm larvae live in the blood stream for up to 6 months before developing into 
adult worms within the vessels of the heart and lungs. The presence of these worms results in right-
sided heart disease and often affected individuals present for collapse, coughing and sudden death. 

Defend your pet against this deadly parasite and reduce the prevalence in the population at large, by using appropriate preventative 
parasite control. One of the best ways of ensuring your pet is protected against heartworm is the yearly Proheart injection. This 
injection is a long acting anti-parasitic medication which kills the larval stage of the parasite before it can develop into an adult 
worm. The injection guarantees 12 months protection and conveniently can be given at the same time as your pet’s annual health 
check and vaccinations. If your pet has not been on heartworm prevention, is overdue or has missed treatments in the past then the 
heartworm injection offers convenience and peace of mind. Prior to having the Proheart injection pets have a simple blood test to 
ensure they do not have adult heartworms present in their system.  It is then recommended to repeat this test 6 months later.

The Doubleview Vet Centre is Promoting Proheart this spring by offering FREE heartworm tests (valued at $55) prior to 
starting your pet on the Proheart injection. To take advantage of this season’s special call to book an appointment today. 
Offer valid from 1st October to 30th November 2016. 
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Conjunctivitis is an inflammation of the pink membranous tissue 
that lines in inner eyelids and surrounds the eye. This inflammation 
can cause pain and discharge from the eye and can affect either 
one or both eyes. The inflammation can be caused by allergic, 
bacterial or viral conditions. Allergic conjunctivitis is often seasonal 
or associated with drying of the conjunctiva from environmental 
factors and is not contagious to other dogs or humans - although 
secondary bacterial infection can occur. Common allergens causing 
conjunctivitis include dusts, moulds, pollens, cosmetics/perfumes 
and some topical drugs. Even wind, sand and sea water can cause 
inflammation. Bacterial conjunctivitis is contagious to other dogs 
and possibly to humans too by direct contact. Viral conjunctivitis 
is also potentially contagious to other dogs but not to humans. It 
is not always possible to differentiate the underlying cause of the 
conjunctivitis.  Treatment options for the different causes may be 
similar. However, in all cases thorough examination of the eye is 
needed to ensure conjunctivitis is the only issue. 

Corneal ulceration tends to be a very painful condition and often 
leads to excessive watery discharge and marked squinting of the 
affected eye. The cornea is the transparent outermost area of 
the eyeball that consists of four distinct layers that have multiple 
functions in maintaining a healthy eye and vision. Ulceration most 
often only occurs in one eye but can occasionally be bilateral (both 
eyes) depending on the cause. The most common cause is trauma 
which includes blunt trauma from balls or rough play, scratches 
from a foreign body like sand, grass seeds and sticks, cat scratches 
and self-trauma from pawing at the eyes or rubbing the eye. 
Chemical irritation from substances such as shampoo can cause 
damage to the corneal surface and result in ulceration. Diseases 
of the eye causing blindness like cataracts or causing dryness of 
the cornea like KCS(dry eye) will also increase the risk of corneal 
ulceration. Likewise, disease of the eyelids such as rolling in or 
out of the eyelids or inappropriate eyelash growth can also lead to 
chronic corneal irritation and ulceration. Less commonly bacterial 
or viral disease as well as systemic (body/organ) illness can also 
lead to corneal ulceration. Conjunctivitis and scleritis (inflammation 
of the white part of the eye) may predispose the animal to corneal 
ulceration due to the animal rubbing the eye.   These conditions can 
occur simultaneously. Interestingly there are also some breeds of 
dogs and cats with prominent globes due to a shallow eye sockets 
such as pugs, bulldogs and boxers which are at greater risk of 
corneal ulcers as they have fewer sensory receptors in the cornea. 

Most simple ulcers only affect the most superficial layer of the 
cornea. However, if the disease process progresses past the 
superficial layer of the cornea a descemetocele occurs. This is a 
severe condition which if not properly treated and managed it can 
lead to rupture of the cornea and exposure of the anterior chamber 
of the eye. This is an emergency and can lead to loss of the eye. 

Introducing Paxton a happy, lively little pug that had a history of 
corneal ulcer before he came to the Doubleview Vet Centre. Paxton 
presented after his owner noticed Paxton’s right eye appeared red 
and painful.  There was discharge and Paxton was intermittently 
rubbing the eye. On examination Paxton’s right eye was found to 
have conjunctivitis, inflammation of the eyelids, inflammation of the 
cornea and also a small pupil suggesting painful eye. A simple test 
was performed to see if Paxton truly had a corneal ulcer. The test 
involves placing a drop of fluorescein dye into the eye.  This special 
dye only binds to deeper layers of the cornea where there is an 
ulcer or scratch in the surface layer allowing the dye to penetrate. 
The test confirmed Paxton did have a corneal ulcer. Given previous 
response to treatment for corneal ulcer in the other eye, Paxton 
was treated medically for the ulcer.  Treatment included topical 
medication to lubricate, soothe and prevent infection on the eye’s 
surface and oral pain relief to reduce the inflammation and irritation 
the ulcer had been causing. A recheck three days later confirmed 
that the ulcer had completely healed. However, a few months later 
Paxton returned with an ulcer in his left eye again. As this is unusual, 
investigation into a cause for the recurrence of the ulceration was 
required.  Paxton was referred to the ophthalmologists for further 
assessment and to confirm our suspicion on what may be causing 
the recurrent ulcers. The ophthalmologist reported that Paxton had 
an abnormal eyelid conformation called entropion.  Entropion is a 
condition which causes rolling in of the eyelid margin. In addition 
the ophthalmologist identified distichiasis, where eyelash-like hairs 
(often microscopic in size) grow from inappropriate places along 
the margin of the eyelid. Both eyelid and eyelash abnormalities can 
result in irritation of the cornea by chronic rubbing of the surface of 
the eye from the hair or eyelid margin itself. With time this irritation 
can lead to corneal ulceration and can also be associated with 
chronic conjunctivitis and pigment changes on the surface of the 
cornea. Paxton had surgery to remove the extra hair follicle as 
well as a “facial tuck” to pull back the eyelid margin to correct the 
abnormal conformation and hopefully resolve his sore eyes for once 
and for all.

Red eyes, squinting, watery or 
mucoid eye discharge, pawing at 
the face or rubbing the head against 
furniture, carpets or other surfaces 
are all potential signs that something 
is not right with your pet’s eyes. 

MEET PAXTON
OUR STAR OF  
THE SEASON
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For any more information on any of the articles seen in this seasons’ issue of ‘Paws For Thought’ contact the clinic on 9341 1200

www.doubleviewvet.com.au
admin@doubleviewvet.com.au

Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and newsletters direct to you via email in the future!

WE ARE ALSO  
ON THE WEB

We all know how important physical exercise and mental stimulation is 
for dogs and cats to prevent behavioural issues, boredom and destructive 
tendencies. However have you ever thought about the mental and physical 
needs of pocket pets such as guinea pigs, rabbits, ferrets or birds?! 

These animals may be considered small and ‘convenient’ pets, however enrichment is just as important for them 
as it is for our large companion animals to keep them healthy and happy. It is important to provide enrichment in 

their environment on a daily basis. Environmental enrichment may take many forms and often involves allowing the 
animal to perform its natural behaviours in a captive environment. 

Some of the best ways to enrich your pint-sized pet’s environment include: 
Re-inventing old toys: Place a toy in a bag with herbs, grass clippings or essences to encourage new interest in them. 

Alternating toys: Alternate toys on a daily basis to keep them interesting and to provide different challenges each day. 

Engage all five senses: choose toys and build an environment with a range of visual, auditory, smell, taste and feel stimuli. 

• Rabbits and Guinea Pigs: creating hides or burrows and tunnels, providing safe areas to dig, food based toys or hiding food to encourage 
foraging, use of herbs for olfactory enrichment, socialisation with regular handling, grooming and training or other companion rabbits/guinea 
pigs, supervised or free range exploration of new areas in the yard or garden. 

• Ferrets: creating burrows and tunnels, food based toys or hiding food to encourage foraging, chew toys, climbing poles and hammocks 
and even shallow water baths to allow swimming. Ferrets are incredibly social so handling, grooming and interactive playtime should all be 
incorporated into their daily routine also. 

• Birds: Providing chew toys and hides to encourage foraging, varying the width, height and tactile surfaces on perches, offering a variety of 
natural fodder including sticks, nuts, flowers and wood, providing nesting materials, moving the cage or perch to allow for different views or 
outlooks, placing mirrors, water baths and soft nature based music to engage the other senses. 

For further ideas on environmental enrichment for pocket pets follow the Doubleview  
Vet Facebook page.

October is Dental Month
This October the Doubleview Vet Centre will be offering specials on 
dental procedures for cats and dogs. 
The SPECIAL INCLUDES:  
• Free Nurse Dental Health Checks.

• $400 Dental Scale and Polish. This is a 20% SAVING and includes a discount off the   
 anaesthetic, hospitalisation, and fluid therapy and scale and polish procedure. In addition to  
 this a 20% SAVING will also be applied should your pet require tooth extractions. Medications and bloods tests do  
 not attract a 20% discount.

• Dental Show bag for all pets taking part in the promotion. 

To take advantage of these specials or to find out more about your pets dental health,  
call the clinic on 9341 1200 and book in your FREE dental health check TODAY! 

Yo!

The importance of environmental enrichment for pocket pets and birds


